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Countries with representatives on the committee included: Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, France,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sweden,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Yugoslavia.
Organizations with representatives on the committee were the Euro-
pean Economic Community, the European Medical Research Councils,
and the European Molecular Biology Organization.

The ESF Liaison Committee met six times during the period from
March 1977 to January 1981. Scientific aspects considered by the com-
mittee included host-vector systems authorized for recombinant DNA
experiments, availability of physical containment facilities, risk-
assessment experiments, and containment levels set for particular ex-
periments. Policy issues considered by the committee included informa-
tion on national guidelines, the status and terms of reference of national
advisory committees, patent law, national legislation, personal respon-
sibility for laboratory safety, and responsibility in case of accidents.

The NIH very much wished to see comparable, although not neces-
sarily identical, guidelines adopted by the major countries conducting
recombinant DNA research. This was particularly true because
recombinant DNA technology posed conjectured hazards as opposed to
known hazards in other fields, such as the handling of pathogenic
organisms. Significant differences in the stringency of national
guidelines could lead to displacements in which scientists would conduct
their work in countries with more lenient guidelines. This would be par-
ticularly true if there were cases in which some countries required the use
of high-containment laboratories for a particular experiment, while
other countries set containment for the same experiment at a lower level.
High-containment facilities are scarce. In the United States, there have
been only one or two high-containment (P4) laboratories available for
the conduct of recombinant DNA experiments.

Although the conclusions and recommendations of the ESF Liaison
Committee were not binding on any of its members, the committee
greatly facilitated comparability in several areas. One area was in the
categorization of experiments. Representatives of the national advisory
committees exchanged information on new host-vector systems being
approved and on containment levels being assigned for specific ex-
periments. Initially, members were particularly interested in decisions
being made by the two major committees, theU.K. GMAG and the NIH
RAC. This information influenced decisions that would later be made
by the other national committees throughout Europe.

Another area that the committee facilitated was the worldwide revi-
sion of guidelines. Approximately 2l/z years passed between the issuance
of the original NIH Guidelines in June 1976 and their first major revision